63. Tbe story of Krishna Sarma

,r

In the Bhavlshyottara  Parana the story of Kurma is
narrated. A similar Story ffnds place in Brabmanfla purana also,
Briefly it is this:

, . After Toadaman performed the Brahmotasava of Sree
Venkateswara, one day, ^ brahmin -named Krishna Sarma, from
the south approached him with his wife and child. The king
received the brahmin with due respect and enquired -about the
purpose of his visit. Krishna Sarma gave an account of his own
life to the king and said "this is my wife Sudharmini. This boy
is my son. I want to go* on pilgrimage to Varanasi leaving these
to your care". Tondaman agreed. He allotted a house to Sudhar"
mini and her son and instructed them not to "leave the house
without his knowledge. He provided necessary provisions to feed
them \ for six months. Krishna Sarma left on pilgrimage. He
returned after some time and met the king with a request to hand
o^er his 'wife and son to him. Tondaman was perplexed, He
forgot all about Sarma^s wife and son ever since they were entrus-
ted to him" He thought  that both would have  by now
perished as the provisions he supplied would not suffice so long.
He found out the fate of the poor woman and her son. Alas I
Both died of hunger some time ago. The king did not, how ever,
inform Krishna Sarma the fact. He said ^Dear Sir, Your wife
and son arc quite safe. They had gone to offer worship to the
almighty after obtaining my permission. I will send for them.
Please wait". Tondaman then went to Seshadri immediately.
V/ith folded hands he stood before  Lord Ywkateswara and